




















The Golden Penn

Good News

Jacqueline Adams wrote eleven Science World
and six SuperScience articles for the magazines’ January
through May issues. Her article entitled “The Revi-
sion Rainbow: Finding the Pot of Gold” appears in
Claldren’s Writer Gude to 2009.

Laurie Edwards has two publications coming
out this spring: Rihanna, a YA biography with Lucent
Books, and a story in the anthology Summer Lovin’ with
Wild Rose Press.

Brenda Golembesky carned two acceptances
from the Children’s Better Health Institute. Her poem
“Kitten and Me” will appear in the March/April issue
of Turtle Magazine. “Following Mibster Tradition,” an
article featuring the girls’ national marble champion
from Pittsburgh, will be printed in the May/June issue
of Jack and Jull.

Carol Gregory announces her first publication,
an article in the December/January issue of Adoption
Today. She wrote “Welcome Home, Olivia” about her
granddaughter who was adopted from Guatemala.

Carla Mooney has news to share on both the
book and magazine fronts. Mason Crest released her
biography of Asante Samuel (Superstars of Pro Foot-
ball series) in October 2008 and her biography of

Vanessa Hudgens in January 2009. Also in January,
Highlights for Children published her Gallant Kids article
entitled “Dance Because You Care.” Other 2008 pub-
lications include “Big Dog on the Plains” in Learning

T hrough History, “Egypt’s Forgotten King” in the Sep-
tember issue of The School Magazine, and several articles
in Golfer Girl quarterly magazine.

Patricia Orendorff Smith wrote a Christmas
story for the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, plus a piece for the
Tribune-Review.

“Turnabouts,” an article Nancy Wallace wrote
about the YA critique group she organizes at her
library, will appear in
the April issue of
VOYA.

Jenifer McNamara

Surviving the Writing Recession

by Marcy Canterna

Sure it’s ssmple, writing for children.

1t’s as simple as bringing them up.

—Ursula LeGuin

No one ever said that writing was easy. And even
more difficult than the writing is getting published.
Children’s publishing has always been a challenge,
even more so as the economy has taken a nose-dive.
But it’s not impossible. As John Steinbeck said, “Times
of crisis are also great times of opportunity.”

I recently attended the annual SCBWI winter con-
ference in New York City. Rather than sounding bleak
and pessimistic, editors and agents expressed hopeful
optimism with regard to children’s literature. And I
spent the days with 1,056 authors and illustrators who
also believe.

Forty-six states and fifteen countries were represent-
ed as we listened to words of wisdom and motivation
from Jarrett Krosoczka, Jay Asher, Richard Jackson,
Bruce Hale, and Jack Gantos. A panel of agents includ-

ing Michael Bourret, Alyssa Eisner Henkin, Edward
Necarsulmer, and Michael Stearns reassured us that
the market has always been difficult, but we should
still have hope. Quality children’s books continue to be
published. And the break-out sessions with the editors
provided invaluable motivation and advice.

Attending a national conference is an opportunity
to connect with authors and illustrators, editors and
agents—an entire event filled with people who really
get it. They understand why we continue to write and
revise and work to fulfill the dream of publication. Pat
and Richard Easton and I plan to attend the summer
conference in Los Angeles in August. Why not think
about joining us?

Marcy 1s our WPA SCBWI Assistant Regional Advisor and
chairs our annual conference. She ts a_full-time elementary teacher
and has published eight study guides and three online curricula for
teachers. Marcy has several historical fiction novels in the works.



