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2009 Events
SCBWI 10th Annual Winter 
Conference
January 30-February 1
New York, NY
For details or to register, go to 
www.scbwi.org

WPA SCBWI Spring Retreat
April 24-26
Mountainside Conference Center
Bethany, WV
Join a small group of writers and 
two Dutton editors for a weekend 
of critiques and fellowship
For information, contact Dave 
Amaditz at 412-835-1701 or 
chairnomor@verizon.net
To learn how to apply for the 
Nancy Markham Alberts Scholar-
ship, which pays full tuition for the 
retreat, go to www.wpascbwi.com

WPA SCBWI Critiquenic
July 15, 6:00 PM @ TBA

SCBWI 38th Annual Summer 
Conference
August 7-10
Los Angeles, CA
Watch www.scbwi.org for details

A Note From Our Regional Advisor
Dear Friends,

Welcome to our �rst online newsletter. This is going to save our region 
a lot of  money. Printing and mailing costs have simply become too ex-
pensive. Besides, we do try to be as �green� as we can be. After all, we are 
writers and illustrators for children; we need to set a good example. Marcy 
and I are excited about this move forward. We hope to save enough 
money to offer more scholarships for our events and to ful�ll the needs of  
all our members with programs for specialty groups that may not be able 
to pay for themselves, such as our illustrators, our published writers, our 
brand new newbies, and those of  you who write for the educational mar-
ket. A huge thank you and big hugs to ChrisAnn Goossen, Jackie Adams, 
and Lisa Over, who made this happen.

And, hey, how about that fall conference? Wasn�t it wonderful? Steve 
Mooser and Sally Crock were impressed by how welcoming you all were. 
Of  course, Marcy and I know you well and had told them to expect 
warmth and graciousness. After all, our members are the best. I hope, too, 
you were impressed by them. The leaders of  our organization are fantas-
tic human beings, who deeply care about young people and literarcy. We 
are well led.

I know many of  you are discouraged by news of  slow downs in the 
publishing industry. And we thought it couldn�t get any worse! Well, have 
faith. The industry cycles with the economy. I promise it will get better 
eventually. Look at it as a rather frigid market but looking toward spring. 
So, as the winter winds blow, throw another log on the �re and hunker 
down to work so you have lots to send out come the thaw.

Best always,

Pat Easton

At the Fall Conference, the Writing Was on the Wall
by Jacqueline Adams

O
nce again, our WPA 
SCBWI Fall Conference 
featured the On-the-Wall-

Contest for the best �rst page of  a 
manuscript. Entries were hung on 
the wall so conference attendees 
could read them and vote for their 

two favorites. Each winner received 
half  of  the total entry fees. As an 
added bonus, a panel consisting 
of  our visiting editors and agent 
(Sarah Ketchersid of  Candlewick, 
Lynne Polvino of  Clarion, and 
Kendra Marcus of  BookStop Liter-

ary Agency) critiqued the winning 
entries. 

Our 2008 winners (in alphabeti-
cal order) were Cheryle Petlevich 
and Pam Shaffer. How did they 
come up with their winning ideas?

Continued on page 3
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The Answer Exchange
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What do you do when you feel blocked creatively? 
Janyce Brawn, writer and illustrator 

When I feel blocked and want to start writing, I 
sometimes will randomly pick three words from the 
dictionary that start with the same letter. Not too long 
ago, I picked D, with diamond, dinosaur, and drain. 
The result developed into my mid-grade novel manu-
script, Dranovia�s Crown, which I�m starting to market. 
I�ve also gone out to lunch with writer friends and we 
brainstorm ideas, unique characters, and situations 
and we go from there. The idea for my two-headed 
Psychedelic Caterpillar, which is in Dranovia�s Crown, 
came from one brainstorming lunch.

Liz Jones, writer and illustrator 
When I�m blocked creatively, I either switch media 

(to get out of  my rut), go for a drive (helps me refocus), 
or get some sleep (because I�m too tired to write). It all 
depends on the reason for the block!

Tess Riesmeyer, writer 
I knit and thus engage in a creative pursuit of  a 

different sort. While I�m concentrating on the stitches 
and click of  the needles, ideas are free to swirl around 
my head. Sometimes I drop the needles and run to my 
computer with a great thought. Sometimes I just have 
a new pair of  socks. 

Anni Matsick, illustrator 
I take a walk outside my studio, whatever the 

weather. My thoughts then run more freely and I make 
associations that I wouldn�t if  I were back inside, sitting 
in my chair. A vigorous walk is usually enough to open 
my mind to fresh thoughts. Looking at forms, patterns, 
and compositions in nature often inspires me as well, 
so a meandering walk in the park behind my home can 
be good, too. 

Patricia Orendorff Smith, writer 
When I am blocked creatively, I pour through 

books, read, read, read until the muse �utters around 
my head! I step out into nature and soak up sounds 
and sights with a brisk walk. Ideas mull around in my 
head. Usually a poem or idea for a prose piece will pop 
into my mind. If  nothing else works, I sit myself  in my 
chair, place my �ngers on the keyboard, and let them 
�y. Classical music (Mahler, Wagner, Chopin) elevates 
my mood, encourages thought.

Karen Jo, illustrator 
I heard that �creative blocks� are phenomena that 

occur only in the United States. That made me won-
der if  our creative life isn�t ever blocked but, rather, 
�ows like a stream.  Sometimes creativity pours out of  
us so fast it spills over. Other times it�s not coming out, 
but pouring into us by way of  inspiration and explora-
tion. When creation becomes a struggle for me, I turn 
around and seek stimulation through listening to my 
great nieces and nephew, meditating, praying, swim-
ming laps alone in an evening pool, sketching in choice 
museums, touching illustrations by beloved artists in 
my favorite books, or participating in sketch crawls 
with comrades in rich locales.

Our next question is: 
How do you �nd the encouragement 
that keeps you going in the face of  
rejection? 
Please send your answer of  100 words or fewer to 
Jackie Adams (jac.adams@comcast.net) by  
February 15. Because of  space limitations, we may 
not be able to publish all answers, but we�ll print as 
many as will �t in the next issue.




